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Cllr David Brake at the Pentagon Shopping Centre. (April 2022)

Medway’s leading role in research
Did you know that Medway NHS Foundation Trust was
part of a global study which discovered four treatments
that effectively reduced deaths from COVID-19, saving
thousands - if not millions of lives worldwide?
Members of the Research Team celebrated their trials and projects at
our public event on Wednesday 27 April. We were pleased to see
around 40 attendees, including members, Governors and a number of
community groups such as the Medway Neurological Network.
Dr Edyta McCallum, Head of Research and Innovation (R&I) led the
session, which covered topics such as the recovery-respiratory support
trial for COVID-19 patients, and team shared some of its home-grown
research, focusing on successes and the future of research.
The event also provided an opportunity for the Research Team to
share evidence of the importance of research. The presentations
sparked many great questions.
One of our attendees said afterwards: ‘I thought the topics presented
were of particular interest to patients past or present since it was easy
to relate to them. It changed my view of the hospital. There’s so much
happening behind the public face of the hospital that’s devoted to our
benefit.’
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The Trust's Chair, Jo Palmer, reiterated how important it is for us to have local people, patients, members, carers etc. involved
in these discussions, she encouraged people to let us know if they were part of a community group and would like our
Governors to come along and speak about the work of the hospital. If your team would like to host an event like this, please
email Sophie Cawsey, our Communications and Engagement Officer: Sophie.Cawsey@nhs.net
The slides are available here.

Our Governors are glad to be getting out and about again
Most recently our Governors went to the Pentagon Shopping Centre
in Chatham, and spoke to local residents about the work of the
hospital and how they can be part of the Trust through our
membership.
One Governor also joined us at the Net Community Hub in
Walderslade along with Eunice Norman (pictured left) from the
Hospital Radio. Eunice spoke about her incredible 50 years of service,
receiving an MBE from HRH Prince William, and the great work that
takes place at the Hospital Radio Medway and The League of Friends.
It was great to see some of our Governors at our Easter
fair (pictured right) which was held by The Medway
Hospital Charity. Visitors were able to browse a
selection of stalls selling knitted items, cakes,
refreshments and gifts. In total, an impressive sum of
more than £700 was raised, plus almost £1,800 from
our Easter Knitting Appeal!
We were also kindly invited to the Parkinson’s
Awareness Week event at St John's Church, Chatham.
The aim of the week was to raise awareness and funds
for a very worthy cause. Our Lead Governor, Cllr David
Brake spoke to attendees about the importance of this
event showcasing the incredible work that is happening
in the local community to help those living with
Parkinson’s.
Our Chief Executive Dr George Findlay, and Head of
Transformation Jacqui Leslie, spoke at a bespoke session last
month to introduce Governors to the Trust’s new improvement
system ‘Patient First’.
The group heard that Patient First was a proven and recognised
approach which delivered significant improvements more quickly.
The Trust will focus on fewer priorities that will have the biggest
impact. The Trust has started to roll this programme out to staff.

FOLLOW US
To keep up to date with all the latest news here at the Trust, why not follow us on our social channels.

Community updates
Carers First has a dedicated member of staff based at Medway Maritime Hospital
every Tuesday and Wednesday. They offer information and support to family carers
and the person they care for while they are in hospital and following discharge. The
carer or person they care for must live in Medway to be supported by the service. To
refer a carer for support, please visit here. More information on the services Carers
First provides in the community can be found at www.carersfirst.org.uk

Home-Start Sittingbourne and Sheppey are looking for volunteers.
Are you a parent, grandparent or carer?
Home-Start Sittingbourne and Sheppey need people with parenting experience to
volunteer one-to-one to support families in this area. If you would like to find out
more, please click here

You can become a member of Medway NHS Foundation Trust

UPCOMING
FOLLOW EVENTS
US
Our next public session 'Charity and Volunteering' will be happening in June.
To keep up-to-date with all the latest news here at the Trust, why not follow us on our social channels.
You can keep up to date with our latest events here
If you would like any further information, please contact us at: met-tr.members-medway@nhs.net

